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A Message From Our Director
Wallowa Resources remains committed to fostering stewardship economies that sustain 
working lands, create jobs and demonstrate the value of rural landscapes to the country at 
large. 2018 was an important year for the organization as we seek to sustain the capacity, 
systems, and program services needed to broaden and deepen our impact, both within our 
community and across the rural West. As we’ve grown, the needs of the organization have 
grown, too. To meet the need, we are investing in stronger planning and management sys-
tems as well as communications, story-telling, policy and development. In doing so, we’re 
balancing these needs with what has always been our top priority: getting things done on 
the ground for the people in our communities.

I’m excited by the scope of work completed this past year, and by the expanding partner-
ships aligned to achieve impact at a larger scale – benefitting more people, and larger 
landscapes. We look forward to working with you to empower place-based action to 
strengthen community, stewardship and education and forge a new trajectory for rural 
America.

Nils D Christoffersen
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A Year of Organizational Growth
Thanks to a Ford Family Foundation Special Opportunity Grant, 2018 was a year of 
organizational growth for Wallowa Resources, bringing on and integrating three new staff 
positions that have improved management capacity in three key areas: program design 
and management, development and communications.  

These investments responded to a strategic goal first established in 2012 by Wallowa 
Resources’ Board of Directors; the importance of which has risen as our programs and 
services have expanded in scope and scale.  The integration of new staff was achieved 
without compromise to our program impact. Across nearly every program, we have met 
or exceeded our goals, and helped initiate new opportunities in surrounding communities. 
Donor giving substantially increased in 2018 from the previous year, and we exceeded our 
individual donor development goal by over $100,000.   

Wallowa Resources continues to receive new requests for direct staff and institutional 
capacity to support local initiatives.  Of particular importance to northeastern Oregon, a 
group of landowners and natural resource partners from Baker County approached us 
in early 2018. They were interested in building community capacity and leadership for 
natural resource stewardship, economic development and career-connected learning.  
The goal was to create a community based organization like Wallowa Resources, but in 
Baker County. we contributed support and advice to the original leadership group, and 
sent seven staff to Baker City to facilitate the first broad stakeholder workshop to test and 
refine ideas, and generate focus on community priorities.   Since this initial meeting, they 
have convened a local steering committee, and have begun exploring creation of their own 
non-profit.  

Through our coordination and management of the Forest Collaboratives serving both the 
Umatilla and Wallowa-Whitman National Forests, and of the My Blue Mountains Woodland 
Partnership, we have expanded our work across public and private forest lands in four 
counties (Baker, Umatilla, Union and Wallowa). Local landowners, county government, 
state and federal agencies, and other local and regional organizations actively participate 
in these all-lands shared stewardship efforts. The Collaboratives are actively engaged in 
projects covering 150,000 acres of priority forest and watershed restoration work. 
The 29,000 acre “Looking Glass Project”, on the Umatilla National Forest, has moved 
through the scoping stage of the NEPA process. The project calls for commercial harvest, 
riparian restoration work, and non-commercial thinning under stewardship contracts. 
Similar work is under way on the “Sheep Project” (36,000 acres) on the Wallowa-Whitman 
National Forest through the Wallowa-Whitman Forest Collaborative.     

In 2018, WR’s My Blue Mountains Woodland Network secured a substantial Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) grant that provides landowner cost-share to 
improve forest health and decrease the risk of wildfire on 4,200 acres of private land and 
2,400 acres of national forest. The grant is worth $2.3 million with $4.4 million of in-kind 
support. Beyond the benefit to forest health and wildfire risk reduction, this program 
supports dozens of small local forest contracting businesses.
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Grantors and Supporters
Government & Foundation Contributors: American Forest Foundation, 
Building Healthy Families, Bureau of Land Management, Collins 
Foundation,  Eastern Oregon Coordinated Care Organization, Eastern 
Oregon University, Gray Family Foundation, James and Marion 
Miller Foundation, Kelley Foundation Trust, Meyer Memorial Trust, 
Murdock Trust, National Forest Foundation, NRCS, OR Community 
Foundation, OR Department of Education, OR Dept. Fish and Wildlife, 
OR Department of Forestry, OR Parks & Rec, OR State Weed Board, 
OR Watershed Enhancement Board, Oregon State University, Pacific 
Power, Reser Family Foundation, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Sills 
Family Foundation, Sustainable Northwest, Templeton Foundation, 
The Bill Healy Foundation, The Ford Family Foundation, The Nature 
Conservancy, TJ Education Fund, Tri County Cooperative Weed 
Management, USDA US Forest Service, US Fish and Wildlife, Wildhorse 
Foundation
Supporters: Bank of Eastern Oregon, Barreto Manufacturing, Inc., 
Winding Waters River Expeditions, Building Healthy Families, Energy 
Trust of Oregon, Farmers Insurance, The Forest Guild, Freshwater 

Trust, Grande Ronde Model Watershed, Mt. Adams Resource Stewards, 
Northwest Fence, Co., Oregon Cattlemens Association, Powder Basin 
Watershed Council, Salmon Valley Stewardship, Sports Corral, US Fish 
& Wildlife, Wallowa United Methodist Church Resale Store, Siuslaw 
Institute, Wallowa County, Wallowa County Grain Growers, Wallowa 
County Stockgrowers, Wallowa Valley Networks,  Wells Fargo, Whitman 
College, Wild Carrot, Winding Waters Clinic, Susan Bexton & Scott Flor, 
John & Suzanne Bishop, Eric Borgerding, Phil Brick, Gary Burnett, Erik 
& Alissa Christoffersen, Annette Christoffersen, Rocky & Julie Dixon, 
Brad Doran, Peter Ferre’, Greg Fullem & Janna Davydova, Nels Gabbert 
& Eileen Trudeau, Ben Goodkind & Nancy Payne, William & Martha Hall, 
Mike & Bev Hayward, John & Gail Hillock, James Honey, Bruce Murray & 
Valerie Ilsley, Jean Jancaitis & Jonathan Plummer, Dale & Lu Johnson, 
Clint & Maureen Krebs, Carl & Nancy Lincoln, Doug McDaniel & Gail 
Hammack, Jeff & Kathryn Nuss, Thomas & Molly Page, John Pollard, 
Liz & Nic Powers, Caitlin Smallwood, Brad & Anne Stephens, Bill & 
Mona Kay Williams, Mike & Deanna Williams, Bob Winn, John Zavoshy, 
Shaw Zavoshy. 309 individual contributors.
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2018 In Facts and Numbers


